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Dear delegates,

We are very pleased to welcome you to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) committee of CalsMUN 2023. This research report serves
as a way for you to familiarise yourself with the issues which will be discussed in our
committee. We sincerely hope this will guide you and provide a concrete overview of the
issue at hand. Please feel free to partake in your own additional research, a good start for
this could be the texts found in the bibliography. Especially think about and research the
opinion and stance of the country you will be representing. We look forward to seeing you at
CalsMUN 2023 and good luck preparing!

Sincerely,

Your chairs, Steven Oerlemans and Lucy Moons

Introduction and general overview:

Freedom of expression, press freedom and journalistic safety are all very important for the

population of any country. Improving on these 3 factors aligns with the key values of the UN:

peace, freedom, social progress, equal rights and human dignity.  UNESCO (United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), therefore actively strives to improve the

presence of the earlier mentioned factors. 68 journalists and media staff were killed in 2022

due to their profession. 2021 counted 47 deaths for the same reason. The war in Ukraine

accounts for 12 media fatalities, the highest number in the 21 countries where deadly

incidents have been recorded. But the rule by terror of criminal organisations in Mexico, and

the breakdown of law and order in Haiti, have also contributed to the surge in killings, with 11

and seven documented respectively.

The media is a great tool for a population to hold their government accountable. Without a

free and safe press one cannot guarantee that the media is telling the truth. Which in turn

leads to immoral and opportunistic behaviour from their government.

Freedom of Expression is protected by Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declaration

of Human Rights.

The problem as described by UNESCO:

‘’The crucial work of journalists in providing reliable information to citizens is undermined by

increasing restrictions on freedom of expression and by persistent online and physical

attacks. Women journalists are particularly subject to harassment and threats, especially

online.
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Crimes committed against journalists go largely unpunished: more than 880 killings of

journalists were recorded by UNESCO in the last ten years and 90% of these cases remain

unsolved.’’.

Definition of Key Terms:

Freedom of expression:

Ability of an individual or group of individuals to express their beliefs, thoughts, ideas, and

emotions about different issues free from government censorship.

Press freedom:

The right of newspapers, magazines, etc., to report news without being controlled by the

government

Journalistic safety:

The ability for journalists and media professionals to receive, produce and share information

without facing physical, online or moral threats.

Press freedom index:

An index where delegates can find their own and other countries listed on freedom of press.

Countries ranked by freedom of press - The Facts Institute

Major Parties Involved:

- The UNESCO committee and all its joined countries

- International federation of journalists
This organisation is the largest collection of journalists working together to protect one

another.

- Countries at war
War creates even more difficult circumstances for many journalists, the

Ukraine-Russian war being a recent example
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- Amnesty
Amnesty is a global movement against injustice, campaigning for human rights

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue:

o Conference, held in Windhoek, Namibia, 29 April – 3 May 2021 (UNESCO

committee)

o The Windhoek Declaration in 2001

o The Pan-African Declaration on Access to Information adopted on the 20 th

anniversary in 2011
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