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Introduction

The end of the Cold War has led to an
increase in ethnic conflicts around the world.
The ethnic strifes, especially in the former
Soviet Union and former Yugoslavia regions,
have occupied the world agenda since the
second half of the 1980s. These conflicts not
only led to the trivialization of basic human
rights in the areas where they emerged but
also increased economic problems and
threatened regional and international security and stability. One of the "conflicts" inherited by
the Soviet Union is the Nagorno-Karabakh problem. The dispute, which started from local
conflicts and turned into a problem that occupied the agenda of the international system,
caused the deterioration of relations between Azerbaijan and Armenia and the formation of
two poles based on hatred. The conflict regarding the ownership of the Nagorno Karabakh
Region has not been resolved despite the efforts of international organizations and global
powers for years.

Definition of Key Terms

Pogroms

Pogrom is a Russian word meaning “to demolish violently.” The term refers to an act of
organized killing, or mob attack, against a large group of people and the property of a
religious, racial, or national minority. In our topic, this term refers to Baku and Sumgait
pogroms, both formed against Armenian civilization in the First Nagorno-Karabakh War.

Ethnic Cleansing

Ethnic cleansing is the attempt to remove members of a particular ethnic group to render an
ethnically homogenous geographic area. A United Nations Commission of Experts in their
report S/1994/674,  described ethnic cleansing as “… a purposeful policy designed by one
ethnic or religious group to remove by violent and terror-inspiring means the civilian
population of another ethnic or religious group from certain geographic areas.”
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General Overview

Soviet Union

As one of the longest post-Soviet conflicts, the Nagorno-Karaback dispute originated in the
early 1920s with brief wars and ethnic tension. In 1923, the Soviet Union established the
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO). The region was affiliated with the
Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic yet It contained a 97% Armenian ethnic majority. While
the Soviet Union was firmly in control of the region, the conflict over the region ceased for
decades. Whereas the beginning of the disintegration of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s
and early 1990s caused the Nagorno-Karabakh problem to re-emerge. Despite officially
being a part of Azerbaijan, the regional assembly of Nagorno-Karabakh approved a
resolution in 1988 stating the region's wish to join the Republic of Armenia as 70% of
Nagorno-Karabakh's population then was Armenian. Armed conflict between the two
republics was mostly kept under control by the Soviet Union. As the Soviet Union collapsed
in 1991, both Azerbaijan and Armenia declared independence and the previous disputes
escalated into an outright war. There were accusations of pogroms and ethnic cleansing from
both sides.

First Nagorno-Karabakh War

The massacres committed by both sides caused over 20,000 casualties and thousands of
displaced people, mostly Azeris. The Khojaly Massacre took place during the time of this war.
It was a mass killing committed by Armenian forces of Azerbaijani civilians living in the town
of Khojaly. The massacre ended up as a turning point in the conflict and was named by
Human Rights Watch as the largest single massacre in the history of Nagorno-Karabakh.
Armenian forces described the massacre as an act of “revenge”, referring to the previous
pogroms committed by the Azerbaijani army. Groups such as CSCE failed in international
meditations. By 1993, Armenian forces took control of areas beyond the enclave and the war
ended on their side.  In May 1994, a ceasefire brokered by Russia was agreed upon, which
prompted a diplomatic intervention.
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Post-Ceasefire

Since the 1994 Ceasefire, many crashes were intermitted by both sides. The heaviest
fighting after the ceasefire was the 2008 Mardakert clashes. Azerbaijan was accused by their
opponent that they were trying to benefit from the post-election protests and their unstable
political situation. Despite the ceasefire, armed conflicts and exchanges still continued to
occur. In 2016, one of the biggest clashes occurred. The most serious escalation in
the conflict since the ceasefire in 1994, according to the Armenian Defense Ministry. After
four days of fighting, both sides announced that they had agreed to end hostilities. However,
tensions remained high as negotiations broke down and both sides accused each other of
violating the ceasefire.

Heavy fighting erupted along the borders of Azerbaijan, Nagorno, and Karabakh in late
September 2020 after cross-border attacks in the summer. More than 7,000 soldiers and
civilians were killed and hundreds of Armenian and Azerbaijani soldiers were injured. The
two countries initially rejected pressure from the United Nations, the United States, and
Russia to meet and end hostilities, instead pledging to continue fighting.

2020 Karabakh War

A new war broke out in Nagorno-Karabakh and its surrounding areas on September 2020.
The United Nations strongly condemned the conflict and called on both sides to reduce
tensions and resume meaningful negotiations without delay. Armenia's Defense Ministry said
Azerbaijan had attacked the Goris, Stok and Jermuk regions of Nagorno-Karabakh with
drones and large-caliber weapons. The Azerbaijani army acknowledged the attack but
accused Armenian forces of mining the border to block supply routes. Yerevan denied the
allegations.
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The military support provided to Azerbaijan
by Turkey was a main feature of the war.
Turkey’s , a regional power and longtime
enemy of Armenia,  military exports to
Azerbaijan increased by six times in the
months leading up to the outbreak of the
conflict, according to export data analyzed
by Reuters. The sale includes drones and
other military equipment that experts say
have helped Azeirbeijan rise to power.

In the early hours of November 10, six weeks of bloody armed conflict finally ended with a
ceasefire brokered by the Russian Federation. While the agreement did not lead to a clear
and stable peace, it ended the fighting. The fight was the worst in the region in nearly 30
years, with more than 7,000 soldiers and about 170 civilians killed and many more wounded.
Under the agreement, Azerbaijan now regained full control of seven districts bordering
Nagorno-Karabakh, which Armenian forces have held since the last war. It occupies a good
chunk of Nagorno-Karabakh itself, the rest being patrolled by Russian peacekeepers but still
governed by a self-proclaimed municipality.

Current Situation and Concerns

The risk of military conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan is increasing due to failed
mediation efforts, increasing militarization and frequent ceasefire violations. Regular
violations of the 2020 ceasefire eventually culminated a two-day conflict, which began on
September 13, 2022. This was the biggest provocation since 2020.

Major Parties Involved

Turkey

Turkey has been a prominent supporter of Azerbaijan throughout the history of the conflict. In

particular, with the massive amounts of military aid supplied to Azerbaijan. Turkey has many

cultural ties to Azerbaijan as they are both Turkic countries. Erdogan has even described

their relations as “one nation, two states” However, Turkey’s involvement with the issue also

has reasons beyond cultural connections. Azerbaijan’s oil and gas exports play a massive

part in Turkey’s support of the country.
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OSCE Minsk Group

OSCE Minsk Group, co-chaired by the Russian Federation, France, and the United States,

aims to find common basis negotiations, make joint efforts to strengthen ceasefires and

develop a peaceful solution for the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Russia

Russia undeniably has a significant position in the conflict. Being the co-chair of OSCE Minsk

Group, Russia has often been referred to as a “mediator” between the countries.  Their

neutral position is also connected to the country’s close diplomatic relations with former

Soviet countries. Although they are in the OSCE Minsk Group, Russia has been accused of

trading and supplying arms to both opposing sides.

France

As a co-chair of OSCE Minsk Group, France has also been neutral to the conflict, aiming to

find a negotiated, long-lasting settlement of Nagorno-Karabakh. However, Aliyev has

accused France of taking sides at a conference with international representatives in Baku.

“Macron … attacked Azerbaijan and accused us of what we haven’t done.” He added that the

French leader had adopted an “anti-Azerbaijan position”

Timeline of Key Events

1920 The establishment of Armenia SSR and Azarbeijan SSR.

Febuary, 1988 Nagorno-Karabakh referendum for self determination

1991 Collapse of the Soviet Union

Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions, and Events

United Nations Security Council resolutions 822,853,874,884  (1993)

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 48/144

Cease-fire Agreement, 12 May 1994

Nagorno-Karabakh Declaration (2008)
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NATO Lisbon Summit Declaration( 2010)

Astrakhan Declaration (2010)

Cease-fire Agreement, 10 November 2020

Possible Solutions

As the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh becomes more tense, it is clear that perhaps more
permanent solutions are needed to be tried in order to resolve the conflict. Imposing
sanctions can be seen as a solution but it does damage the countries economy and often
end up harming the citizens. Peacekeeping missions and humanitarian aid are more
applicable alternatives. Lastly, in order to increase the communications holding a summit can
also be an option.
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