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Personal Introduction

Dear distinguished delegates,

We welcome you to CalsMUN 2023 on the topic “Fighting Social Inequality: Let Your Voice
Be Heard” and to the United Nations General Assembly Sixth Committee (also known as the
Legal Committee or C6). In the two days of the conference, you will be discussing the two
topics in question. To be fully prepared for the conference, we advise you to write a position
paper in which you elaborate your position on the topic. On the first day we will start off with
the setting of the agenda, in which you decide which topic to discuss first, and thereafter we
will discuss the topics.

As for your chairs, we have written a short introduction.

Jason van Otterlo

Hello dear delegates, my name is Jason van Otterlo and I am an eighteen year old student at

Utrecht University. Before I started my bachelor in Computer Science and Information

Science, I was a student at the Cals College Nieuwegein, which you also might know to be

the location of the MUN. I have attended several MUN’s as both a student and a chair, and

was lucky enough to get to organise some as well.  I look forward to the MUN and hope to

create some long lasting memories.

Rick Zonneveld

Good day delegates, my name is Richard Zonneveld but because that is far too fancy just

call me Rick instead. I am 19 years old and am currently studying economics and business

economics at Utrecht University. Before heading to college I too was a student at Cals

Nieuwegein, so I am very familiar with the place. I have attended a few MUN’s of which most

were hosted at cals, and helped organise some as well. Let’s try our best to make the most

of the weekend we have ahead of us.
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Introduction GA6:

The United Nations General Assembly Sixth Committee is, as its name suggests, the sixth of
the main committees which make up the general assembly. Each member state is given the
right to be represented by one person on each main committee¹. The sixth committee in
particular is the committee on legal matters. It is the main committee for discussing and
considering legal questions and international law. Issues allocated to the C6 include the
promotion of justice and international law, accountability and internal UN justice matters, drug
control, crime prevention and combating international terrorism². Created in 1947, the C6 is
still the primary forum for legal matters. However, it has started receiving reports from
subsidiary bodies, most noticeably the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law, created in 1966³.

Introduction to Topic 1

The term human cloning is described as the creation of an identical copy of a human.

Cloning methods open a door to a whole new world of medicine. Through the process of

reproductive cloning scientists have cloned sheep and pigs. Recently South Korean

scientists have announced that they have cloned human embryos⁴. Therapeutic cloning

opens the door to artificial, yet organic organs which could save countless lives.

Definition of Key Terms:

Humanoid = “a machine or creature with the appearance and qualities of a human”⁵.
For the time being this only refers to humans. However in the future this might change.

Therapeutic cloning = Cloning cells and/or tissue for use in medicine and
transplants. It is an active field of research.

Reproductive cloning = Creating an exact copy of a being with identical DNA

General Overview

The opinion on the topic of cloning shared by almost every member state is that the
reproductive cloning of humans should be prohibited. However the United Nations
never seem to fully agree on any declaration⁶. That is mainly caused by the U.S.A.
pushing a total ban, which some European and Asian countries cannot agree with.
Britain has expressed on several notes that they find this regretful, as the Assembly is
missing chances to ban reproductive cloning⁴ ⁶. Countries such as Britain, Germany,
France, Belgium, Japan, Singapore and China are amongst the first to have outlawed
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reproductive cloning, however now fight further prohibition of cloning, seeing the
potential in therapeutic cloning⁴.

Many Islamic countries however, will not have anything to do with cloning due to
religious reasons. Little Islamic countries have done research on the field of cloning.
Additionally, no African countries besides South Africa is known to research cloning⁴.

Stakeholders

Countries

South Korea

South Korea is the worldwide leading country in the field of cloning. Having recently
cloned human embryos and extracted stem cells, South Korea will not want to
compromise their position.⁴

United States of America

The United States of America has prohibited all forms of cloning. The U.S. has been
pushing the total ban on human cloning in the United Nations.⁴

Japan

Japan is not only one of the front runners in researching cloning methods, they are also

ahead in regulating cloning methods, having already acted in the year 2000.⁴

Relevant UN treaties, Resolutions and Reports

● Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights (1997)⁸⁷
● United Nations Declaration on Human Cloning (2005)⁹⁸

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue

In 2005, the United Nations Declaration on Human Cloning was approved by the
Assembly. The non-binding declaration called “on all UN member states to ban all forms
of human cloning”⁵. The adoption of the declaration was recommended by the C6.
However many countries stated that the Assembly had missed the opportunity to
prohibit reproductive cloning while leaving the door open for therapeutic cloning. 
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Possible Solutions

This topic allows a lot of freedom in which direction the debate can go. The resolution
can vary from a legal framework or international laws, to a declaration. However the
chairs do suggest that the delegates realise the following things in their resolutions.

● Suggest a United Nations legally binding definition for humanoid
● Address therapeutic cloning
● Address reproductive cloning
● Set boundaries in researching cloning
● Set requirements for research on cloning regarding human rights and safety
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