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Introduction 

In today’s world, the Internet is the main-source of entertainment, information, interaction 

and connectivity. This usage thrives on the ability to be involved in online content and 

communication between people from all over the world with different opinions and different 

interests. The freedom of speech does not only allow them to share their opinion but also to 

be reached out to by strangers with different intentions. 

When you think about youth recruitment by terrorist movements you probably think about 

strange men in poor neighbourhoods, luring kids with false promises of candy, toys or money. 

But terrorist groups have found a new, more efficient way of recruitment, approaching via the 

internet.    

The extremist terrorist organizations have made their recruitment more efficient. With one 

viral video, millions can be reached. This explains the switch of tactic from the extremist 

terrorist organizations. Instead of approaching local communities, the organizations upload 

videos and posts that convince and reach millions.  

The recruitment of new members is very important for international terrorist groups. The 

easiest target is a school-aged youngster. These teenagers come often from poor unstable 

neighbourhoods, but sometimes also from wealthy western countries.  

ISIL is currently the main user of online recruitment. For instance, they developed a video 

called “there is no life without Jihad. In these kinds of videos, western men who have chosen 

to designate their life’s to ISIL try to convince fellow Muslim youth back in their home 

country. Other kinds of videos they use are those that spread fear, like the execution of 

hostages. These videos get a very high amount of publicity, most of the viewers are not taking 

it seriously or are influenced by it. But apparently, it works. In this research report, you can 

read more information about this issue.   

I wish you all good luck with doing research on this topic. 
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General Overview 

The group of youth that seems to be most vulnerable is between the age of 20 and 25 years. 

This age-group is very active on the internet and easily indoctrinated.  This group can be 

divided into two parts. Those who are actually convinced by the propagandistic messages 

uploaded on social media by members of the terroristic movement and those who are lured 

by the terroristic movement with wrongful promises. Currently approximately 3.000 

European  

Recruitment of convinced youth: 

The psychologic effect of this recruitment is not that hard to understand. Students with an 

unsure future that will probably end up working a nine to five job. A job they don’t fully 

support and they are not even assured to have due to the economic instability. The terrorist 

movement uses the doubt of these students, they promise a bright and heroic future. Zac 

Parsons, an organizational psychology consultant who focuses on online behavior, suggested 

it’s easier for ISIS to recruit young people because they are able to exploit teenage 

insecurities and the fact that adolescents are still finding their place in the world. It is hard to 

find an exact amount of youth that has devoted their lives to terrorist groups. The American 

Islamic Congress (AIC) has chapters at approximately a hundred colleges and universities 

around the United States of America. AIC states that in the last year around a hundred 

American students were recruited by ISIS.  

Recruitment of youth under false pretenses:  

Of courses almost all recruitment is under false pretenses, the promise of a heroic death is 

not always fulfilled. This subchapter is concerning false pretenses such as the story of the two 

Tunisian girls on this website: http://www.teenvogue.com/story/isis-recruits-american-teens. 

The girls lured by terrorist organizations are often used for sexual purposes. This kind of 

recruitment is less well known because this is not entirely happening on social media and 

witnesses are often traumatized and not able to retell what happened. This research report is 

more on the actual recruitment in which youth is convinced of the fact that it is absolutely 

necessary for them to support the recruiter in terrorist activities. So therefor I will not further 

go in to detail on this. 

 

Major Parties Involved 

ISIS: 

This is the largest and most well-known terrorist movement currently active, this is also an 

organization that often utilizes recruitment via social media. ISIS has been active since 1999 

but only since 2014 in the way we know it today. In order to convince western Muslims to join 

the movement, ISIS spreads propagandistic videos. Isis lures and recruits’ youth as young as 

six years old and indoctrinates them. These children are used for blood transfusions for ISIS 

soldiers, propaganda on social media but also as human shields on front lines. 
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Al-Shabaab: 

Also known as “Mujahideen Youth Movement" or "Movement of Striving Youth”. This is an 

Islamic youth organization in East-Africa. Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Norway, United 

States, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and Singapore have recognised this movement 

as a terrorist organization. Al-Shabaab uses the social media platform Twitter to interact with 

Press but also as a way of communication between high leaders of the movement. They 

started using the social media platform in December 2011, all of these tweets were in English 

and their purpose was to inform their international audience. After tweets with bloody 

pictures of corpses and threats to kill their Kenyan hostages the media platform took the 

English account down in January 2013. Later that year Twitter had to take six more accounts 

down.   

The United States of America: 

Ever since the attacks on the Twin Towers in New York on the 11th of September claimed by 

Al-Qaeda an anti-Muslimism movement found followers. The fright caused by these attacks 

makes US-inhabitants very easy to be convinced by anti-muslimism propaganda. For now, 

approximately a hundred American students have decided to move to Syria to join their 

fellow ISIL fighters. The United States of America is also one of the largest founders of the 

combat against ISIL. 

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue 

Twitter: 

As noted in major parties involved, the social media platform Twitter has been used by Al-

Shabaab. Twitter has taken several accounts used by Al-Shabaab down. The account had 

broken one or more of the following rules in Twitter’s policy; shocking content, promotion of 

illegal actions, spreading hatred, direct or indirect threats of violence. Twitter is a western 

social media platform that tries to prevent terroristic messages to be spread. On February 

5th, 2016, Twitter announced that they have suspended over 125.000 twitter accounts 

associated with ISIL. As the social media platform has no legal power, no real actions, but the 

removal of the account, can be taken by the company.  

Facebook:  

Facebook Inc. is the largest social media platform used worldwide. Of courses many terrorist 

movements use this platform. Facebook has over 1.5 billion users and its tactic to remove 

terrorist-propaganda spreading accounts was asking their users to report any suspicious 

accounts. After the December shootings in San Bernardino, Calif Facebook Inc. setup a group 

called “counter speech”. This group is supposed to remove malicious accounts. Just as 

Twitter, Facebook has no legal power and therefor has no rights to arrest or convict the 

users of these terrorist accounts.    
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Possible Solutions 

In order to solve this issue, many smaller solutions should be implied. Here are some 

examples;  

Cooperation:  

Social media platforms can delete the used accounts but this will never completely stop social 

media recruitment. A way to eradicate online terrorist recruitment in a more efficient way is 

setting up an organization or an office which facilitate the arrests of the users of these 

accounts. The social media does have to cooperate in ways such as releasing personal 

information from the users to the organization in question. This probably asks the platform to 

discard their privacy policies on these users.  

Campaigns:  

 Many youngsters in today’s world know how to utilize social media but not how to deal with 

large scale propaganda. Students in western countries see all the horrible events in the media 

which already makes them more aware of what is happening in the world. By improving 

education on the casualties you prevent youth from believing untrue news messages spread 

on social media. 

Students should also be made aware that these videos and messages are used for these 

purposes.  

Spreading awareness: 

Spreading awareness on the websites could also be very helpful, making harmful videos only 

accessible from a certain age or placing pop-ups on the website to make the users aware of 

the possibility of removal or any legal actions that can be taken.   

 

Useful Documents 

This is a report on youth recruitment in schools, especially by teachers. Although this is not 

exactly the discussed issue but there is useful information in it:  

http://www.cleanitproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/2009-recruitment-and-

radicalization.pdf  

This is a link with a little information on the topic: 

https://www.counterextremism.org/resources/details/id/28/the-internet-as-a-terrorist-tool-

for-recruitment-and-radicalization-of-youth  

This is an informal article which focusses more on the psychological process and it also 

contains interesting stories which will make you understand it better:   

http://www.teenvogue.com/story/isis-recruits-american-teens  

http://www.cleanitproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/2009-recruitment-and-radicalization.pdf
http://www.cleanitproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/2009-recruitment-and-radicalization.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.org/resources/details/id/28/the-internet-as-a-terrorist-tool-for-recruitment-and-radicalization-of-youth
https://www.counterextremism.org/resources/details/id/28/the-internet-as-a-terrorist-tool-for-recruitment-and-radicalization-of-youth
http://www.teenvogue.com/story/isis-recruits-american-teens
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This is the Wikipedia page on Al-Shabaab:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Shabaab_(militant_group)  

This is the Wikipedia page on ISIS: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_State_of_Iraq_and_the_Levant#Religious_and_minority

_group_persecution  

This is an article about Twitter’s approach towards online terrorism:  

http://blogs.wsj.com/digits/2016/02/05/twitter-suspended-125000-isis-related-accounts-in-

six-months/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Shabaab_(militant_group)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_State_of_Iraq_and_the_Levant#Religious_and_minority_group_persecution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_State_of_Iraq_and_the_Levant#Religious_and_minority_group_persecution
http://blogs.wsj.com/digits/2016/02/05/twitter-suspended-125000-isis-related-accounts-in-six-months/
http://blogs.wsj.com/digits/2016/02/05/twitter-suspended-125000-isis-related-accounts-in-six-months/

