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Personal Introduction
Nando Temming
Good day to our dear, dear delegates. My name is Nando Temming. I am an eighteen-yearold history student at the university of Utrecht, the city in which I was born. It is my love of
history, cross-cultural interactions and global politics that got me into Model United Nations in
the first place. I was a student at Cals College during the years that MUN had started to
become relevant. A friend of mine, a certain Thomas Jasper Koning, and I signed up for the
MUNs our school decided to send a delegation to.
Eventually the students at Cals decided to set up their own MUN. I have participated in
CalsMUN as a delegate, a member of the organizing committee and now, for the third time, as
a chair. After I left Cals College, my ‘MUN career’ was not over, since even at university there
are conferences to join. My two favorite MUN-memories are convincing the security council to
make Syria a protectorate of Chile as Jordan at the first CalsMUN and winning a best-delegate
award as Israel in the League of Arab States at SMUN, my most recent conference. Aside
from MUN I am non-active in a political youth organization, play too many videogames and
consider myself an amateur cook. Hopefully I can be a great chair and make this an
unforgettable MUN experience.
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Introduction
The Israeli-Palestinian issue is the ongoing conflict between the State of Israel and the
Palestinian National Authority. The conflict has deep cultural, ethnic, religious and historical
roots, having gone on unresolved for over seventy years. The issue stems from the
disagreements over territory rights in the region making up the former British mandate of
Palestine. The issue arose after the United Nations partition of Palestine in 1947 and the
subsequent establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, although conflict in the region
regarding Jewish settlers and refugees goes back further.
Since the establishment of Israel there have been many wars with various Palestinian
groupings directly, or indirectly, supported by the League of Arab State in particular. As of 2018
the issue has not yet been solved, nor does a solution seem on the horizon. Perhaps with the
expertise of the members of the security council the conflict can be deescalated and peace
can return to the Holy land.
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Definition of Key Terms
West Bank
The West Bank is one of the two
regions generally considered to make
up the Palestinian territories. The
region houses the majority of the
Palestinian population and is home to
the disputed Palestinian capital of
East-Jerusalem

as

well

as

the

administrative capital of Ramallah.
Though the region is home to a
majority

Palestinian

population,

nearly three million people, there are
many Israeli settlements as well with
over 380,000 Israeli settlers in total.
The West Bank is divided between
three regions, as defined in the Oslo
II accords. Areas A and B are
currently under Palestinian control
and Area C under the control of the
Israeli government. The region has
been a battleground between Israel,
Palestine and Jordan during the
Arab-Israeli wars, although Jordan
has officially retracted its claim. The
West Bank, at least the territories
under Palestinian rule, are being
governed by Fatah.

Gaza Strip
The Gaza Strip is one of the two regions generally considered to make up the Palestinian
territories. The territory is quite small, though densely populated, with over half a million of its
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1.8 million inhabitants living in Gaza city. The territory is ruled by Hamas and, partly due to its
housing of partisan and Hamas sponsored terrorist groups, therefor blockaded by Egypt and
Israel. Gaza is a very poor area. With no immediate connections with the outside world, the
transport of not only goods, but also people is very limited.

Jerusalem
The ancient Middle Eastern city of Jerusalem is a contested city. Being the holiest city in
Judaism and the third holiest in Islam, both Jews and Muslims care deeply for the city and its
many ancient temples. Both Israel and Palestine claim Jerusalem as their capital, although
neither claim is widely recognised.

Statelessness
Statelessness is defined by the UNHCR as: “who is not considered as a national by any State
under the operation of its law.” Many Palestinian refugees are considered stateless. Most of
these are from Syria and Lebanon, with only Jordan having granted citizenship to many
Palestinians.

Intifada
Intifada, meaning to ‘shrug off’, is a concept within the Arab world in which a people revolt
against an oppressive force. The term is usually used when referring to the two Palestinian
intifadas in which Palestinian partisans directly targeted Israeli civilians in various terrorist
attacks.

Zionism
Zionism is the belief that the Jewish people deserve a homeland of their own. Historically this
led to the creation of Israel, although today the term Zionism is often used when to referring to
the support of the already existing State of Israel.
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General Overview
There are a few issues to be resolved if we want to see an end to
this conflict. The most important of which are borders, Jerusalem,
jihadism and who is or is not a legitimate state.
The first issue is he one involving borders. Palestinians rejected
the UN Partition in 1947 when they were granted the about half of
the land in the area. Since the Arab-Israeli wars, the intifadas and
the settlement of Israelis, their land has shrunk even more. To
simply grant the Palestinians the West Bank and Gaza would not
satisfy the leadership or population. While the Palestinians lay
claim to the entire region, large parts are now majority Israeli,
leading to a loss of legitimacy. Israel, though willing to concede
the 1967 borders, will never allow the disestablishment of itself,
especially with the millions of Israelis living there.
Another issue is Jerusalem. The holiest city in Judaism and the
third holiest in Islam, both groups lay claim to the ancient city.
Currently most of the city is under Israeli control, but the most
important place for both the Palestinians and Israelis, the Temple
Mount or Dome of the Rock, is under Palestinian control. The
holiest place in all of Judaism is currently not accessible by anyone

1 - Proposed partition of 1947

who is not a Muslim, leading to much resentment by Jewish people who seek to visit their most
important cultural heritage sight. The UN had previously attempted to create an UN mandated
Jerusalem, neither Jewish nor Islamic, but such an idea has long been lost to time.
Another component in the conflict is the rise of Islamic extremism. Various radical Islamic
terrorist groups have pledged their support for the establishment of Palestine and many attacks
on Israeli politicians, sportsmen, diplomats and civilians have been carried out. This is a
determent to the Palestinian cause for those who wish to seek a peaceful solution, as the
Israeli government has a hard stance against terrorism. The escalation by coordinated and
partisan terrorist groups makes the conflict much more violent than it needs to be and triggers
even more violent reactions from both sides.
Though the conflict has economic, cultural and religious dimensions, the main conflict comes
down to who does or does not deserve to be a state. Israel was founded by settlers moving
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into an area from all over the world, displacing the population and setting up a state for
themselves, disregarding the people living there. Palestine is a very modern identity created
for the sole purpose of opposing Israel and has used violence, terrorism and undiplomatic
measures to attempt to wipe out a population with a different ethnic and religious background.
Israel has thousands of years of history with the area and has legally migrated and established
a state. Palestinians were the majority population and their right to self-determination had been
thwarted multiple times. Israel is a democratic regime, giving rights to minority groups like
Christians and Muslims, while Palestine is governed by corrupt, backwards autocrats looking
to fill their own coffins. Israel is a regime attempting to culturally and physically cleanse a
people off their native land, with little contempt for international law. Both regimes have their
own arguments, both equally assured of the righteousness their own cause’s moral superiority.
It is up the UN to attempt to find a middle ground.

Major Parties Involved
Organisations
Palestinian National Authority
When referring to the government of the State of Palestine, the Palestinian National Authority
(PNA) is often what people try to refer to. The PNA, founded in 1994, was created to govern
the Gaza Strip and the A and B areas of the West Bank. It was the leading organisation in the
establishment of a Palestinian state, receiving wide recognition (even by Israel) as the
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and recognising Israel’s right to exist. Since
the 2006 legislative elections however the PNA has lost control of its leading role in the
Palestinian movement, due to the electoral victory of Hamas. This led to the ongoing
Palestinian civil war, with failed peace talks having been set up multiple times (most notably in
2007 and 2014) to reconcile the moderate and hardliner factions within the PNA. Since October
2018 the PNA no longer recognises Israel’s right to exist.
Hamas
The most notable of the hardliner factions in the Palestinian movement, Hamas, occupies an
important in Palestinian politics. Initially just a partisan terrorist organisation, the now political
party had won the 2006 legislative elections, leading to their expulsion from the PNA. In turn
they have occupied the Gaza Strip, leading it as a military dictatorship. Their tactics are violent
and target civilians, with leaders encouraging martyrdom in carrying out suicide bombings and
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stabbings. It is their goal to remove the Jewish people from the region and destroy the nation
of Israel.
Fatah
While most Palestinians movements encourage conflict with Israel over their right to exist,
Fatah has chosen a more diplomatic stance. The party currently leads the PNA, although it is
unofficially a minority in the Palestinian legislature due to the electoral victory of Hamas. Fatah
has repeatedly tried to set up talks with Israel and discourages violence. They are the leaders
of the moderate movement in the Palestine. Though they have been rebuilding ties with Hamas
again since the start of the Palestinian civil war.
Hezbollah
Being a Shiite, Lebanese political party with a military wing, Hezbollah is an organisation with
many enemies. Funded by Iran and now in coalition governing Israel’s neighbour Lebanon,
Hezbollah serves as a pawn in the proxy wars of Iran within the Middle East. The organisation
opposes Israel and is one of the most radical opponents of the Jewish state. Though they work
closely with other likeminded organisations, such as Hamas, the party is not popular with the
other Arab states in the region.
League of Arab States
Founded in 1945 as a means for political, economic and cultural cooperation, the League of
Arab States played a defining role in the early decades of the Israel-Palestine conflict. The
league founded the Palestinian Liberation Organisation, the earliest Palestinian ‘government’.
Its members fought and lost multiple wars against Israel leading some of them to recognise its
existence. This has created a division within the league and weakened the PLO leading to the
success of the PNA and the eventual absorption of many PLO members and functions by the
PNA.

Countries
State of Israel
Founded in 1948 out of the ashes of the Ottoman empire, the State of Israel has managed to
endure the early years of its turbulent existence. Being one of the key countries involved in the
conflict, the existence of Israel is a controversial thing in itself.
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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On the other side of the Jordan river lies the country of Jordan. Being a neighbour of both
Israel and Palestine, is deeply embroiled in the conflict. Having previously occupied large parts
of Palestine and allowing the settlement of millions of refugees into their country, Jordan is
heavily strained due to the conflict. Although Jordan is still one of the few countries which
recognises Israel as a legitimate state.
Arab Republic of Egypt
Having lost multiple wars against Israel and being forced to recognise it has left Egypt in a sour
position over the conflict. Though their large sums of money and weapons to previous attempts
to support the Palestinian cause going down the drain has led them to a more nuanced
position. The country is a major force in the region and, with trouble brewing at home, is in no
place to intervene on its own.
Islamic Republic of Iran
Israel’s number one enemy, Iran. Vast sums of aid from Iran travel all over the Middle East to
support terrorist organisations everywhere and Israel is no different. The PLO, Hamas and
Hezbollah can all count on the support of Iran when in trouble. Iran has antagonised itself on
the world stage due to its openness in supporting partisan groups, driving Israel, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt into a weak coalition against the Shiite power.
Lebanese Republic
Lebanon, having been previously invaded by Israel, has a bad relation with its southern
neighbour. The reason for the tension is Hezbollah, the Iran-sponsored terrorist organisation
and political party. Lebanon would like to have nothing to do with the conflict. The country did
not grant citizenship to the hundreds of thousands of Palestinians and refuses to recognise
Israel.

Timeline of Key Events
Date

Description of Event

1917

Balfour Declaration

1922

Separation of Transjordan from mandate Palestine

1936-1939

‘Great Revolt’
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1947

UNGA Resolution 181

1948

Israeli Declaration of Independence

1948-1949

First Arab-Israeli War

1956-1957

Second Arab Israeli War

1967

Third Arab-Israeli War

1987

First Intifada

1993

Oslo Accords

2000

Second Intifada

2006-present

Palestinian Civil War

2008-2009

Israeli occupation of Gaza

2018

Various countries intend on moving Israeli embassies to Jerusalem

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue
There has been one major attempt to resolve this conflict, the Oslo accords. It divided the
Palestinian territories up into controllable zones, promised Palestinian refugees the right of
return, gave status to the Israeli settlements, lead to an agreement on the status of Jerusalem
and created the PNA. Although the accords are hailed as a success, many issues like
Jerusalem and the status of refugees have yet to be solved. While the accords have clearly
not solved the conflict, they may serve as a building block for future peace talks.
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Possible Solutions
There are three solutions which have currently been proposed within the international
community.
The first, and most widely supported, solution is the two-state solution. It entails the creation
of two separate, independent states, one Israeli and one Palestinian. Though various countries
have not recognised either Palestine or Israel, the United Nations has adopted UNSC
Resolution 1397, supporting a two-state solution. While it is the most widely supported solution,
there are still hurdles to be overcome. Various organisations within Palestine and Israel do not
support the solution. Even those who do disagree on whether the 1948 or 1967 borders should
be recognised.
Two other solutions are the one-state solution and the three-state solution. The one-state
solution a solution in which either Israel or Palestine takes control over the entire region. This
is the preferred solution by Hamas, most members of the Arab League and certain extremist
groups within the State of Israel. Due to the inhumane requirements and unrealistic prospects,
this is the least popular and least likely solution. The three-state solution entails a situation
similar to the one from 1959 to 1967, when Gaza was occupied by Egypt and the West-Bank
by Jordan. Seeing as Jordan and Egypt have given up their claims on Palestinian land, this
also seems like an unlikely solution, not to mention its lack of many substantial support.
Seeing these unlikely outcomes of the conflict, one can imagine why the conflict has lasted so
long. As there is no clear solution to the conflict, most nations have taken to reluctantly
supporting the status quo.
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