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Introduction

Maritime trade is the most used and most effective
way of trade. It is the least expensive, least time
consuming and overall has the least problems.
Now one problem is though, there are many
landlocked countries. Landlocked countries do not
border any ocean, making them unable to have
any maritime trade. This causes them to use other
forms of transportation, but those other forms of
transportation are not as effective as maritime
trade.
As stated before, there are many landlocked
countries as is visible on the map on the right.
None of those countries have access to the most
crucial form of trade, which immensely impacts
their economies.
Next to landlocked countries, there are also countries that border oceans, but still are unable
to have maritime trade because their coastlines are non-accessible with ships.
This is a huge problem which needs to be fixed. It is extra sad when you realize that there
are huge amounts of families that are unable to go to the beach for a day because there is an
entire country blocking them from doing so.

Definition of Key Terms

Maritime Trade
Maritime trade is the exchange of goods, services, or commodities between nations via sea
routes using ships or vessels.

Landlocked Countries
Landlocked countries are nations entirely surrounded by land, lacking direct access to the
ocean or seas, and thus heavily reliant on neighboring countries for trade and transportation.

Development
Development is the progressive improvement in economic, social, and political aspects
aimed at enhancing the quality of life and opportunities within a nation.
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Transit Countries
When it comes to trade, transit countries are countries which the goods that are being traded
pass through while being transported. These are neighboring countries to the landlocked
countries

Infrastructure
The infrastructure is the basic physical and organizational structures and facilities (e.g.
buildings, roads, power supplies) needed for the operation of a society or enterprise.

General Overview

When it comes to trade, landlocked countries have an immense disadvantage. This
disadvantage being having no access to an ocean, thus being unable to have any maritime
trade.
Maritime trade is the most efficient form of trade and therefore the most used form of trade.
The reason it is the most efficient is because other forms of trade have numerous issues,
which do not occur during maritime trade.

Time consuming
As said before, not having maritime trade comes with a lot of issues, one of which being the
time it takes for the trade to get to its destination. In some cases it is not crucial for the trade
to get to a country at a certain moment, even though it would be more convenient if it came
earlier, it is not of utmost importance.
That being said, there also are some cases where it is necessary for it to be on time. An
example of this is when a country is in the middle of a crisis and they are in immediate need
of help, such as food or medical aid. In those cases it is important for the trade to be there on
time, but due to traffic or other inconveniences that the other forms of trade might have, it is
not always possible to do so.

Expensive
Another issue is the expenses the other forms of trade have. When countries are unable to
have maritime trade, they usually get their trade by roads. This means that their goods have
to go through neighboring countries. Those countries often impose tolls, so not only do you
have to pay for the transport, you also have to pay for the tolls the transport passes on its
way. According to Mackellar et al. (2000) all of the expenses of being a landlocked country
reduce the average growth of that country by 1.5%
And, as mentioned under the previous sub-heading, it is more time consuming and the
companies that transport the trade might charge more for the inconveniences they had along
the way.
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Considering that landlocked countries do not have access to maritime trade, they depend
immensely on their neighboring countries. All of their trade goes through those countries, so
it is of utmost importance that landlocked countries have a stable political relationship with
their neighbors. If there were to be any conflict or instability, they would have to find an
alternate route to the ocean, which would again be very expensive.
All of these expenses cause most landlocked countries to be underdeveloped. These less
economically developed countries are in tremendous debt and have energy poverty. Due to
energy poverty, they are less likely to be able to connect with the rest of the world, causing
their issues to sometimes go unnoticed by the news and therefore a huge part of the world.

Infrastructure
The state of the infrastructure of a country is also an issue. When the infrastructure of a
country is bad, it could have a colossal impact on the economy of that country, while a bad
infrastructure usually is caused by a bad economy.
A bad infrastructure contributes immensely to the previously mentioned issues. When a
country has a bad infrastructure, they have for instance bad roads, which can cause a lot of
inconveniences on the way for the transporters of the trade. These inconveniences cost a lot
of time, so the obvious answer would be to improve the infrastructure, but that is very
expensive and most landlocked countries cannot afford that.

Timeline of key events

1859 - 17th of November 1869
The construction of the Suez Canal started in 1859, and it was officially opened on the 17thof
November 1869. The Suez Canal was a pivotal development for maritime trade.

10th of December 1982
The United Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea is signed.

16th of November 1994
The United Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea is effective.

2003
The Almaty Programme of Action is created.

2014
The Vienna Programme of Action is created.
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December 2023
The Houthis attack the Red Sea in support of Hamas, blocking maritime trade for a lot of
countries.

Major Parties Involved

Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan, nestled as a landlocked, low-income nation in Central Asia, grapples with its
geographic isolation from oceans, surrounded by five neighboring countries. This location
imposes extended transportation durations and increased costs for goods, presenting
economic challenges.
Despite these obstacles, Uzbekistan boasts rich resources like copper, gold, oil, natural gas,
and uranium. These reserves offer potential economic opportunities, yet the absence of
direct access to sea routes affects the cost and efficiency of exporting these valuable
resources.
The nation was classified as a medium human development country in the 2008 Human
Development Report, indicating strides in various social and economic aspects but also
highlighting areas that require further attention and improvement.

Nepal
Nepal is a landlocked country in Southern Asia, surrounded by two neighboring countries,
both of which border an ocean. Nepal's economy, primarily sustained by agriculture and
tourism, faces additional challenges due to its landlocked geography. Being sandwiched
between larger nations, the lack of direct access to seaports limits trade opportunities and
increases transportation costs, impacting economic growth. Despite these obstacles, Nepal's
government continues to pursue economic reforms aimed at attracting foreign investment
and enhancing trade partnerships to overcome the constraints posed by its landlocked
status.

Bolivia
Bolivia's landlocked geography, surrounded by five neighboring countries without direct
access to the sea, poses unique trade challenges. This geographical confinement limits
efficient trade routes, increasing transportation costs and time for imports and exports. This
situation disproportionately affects Bolivia because it relies heavily on exporting its rich
natural resources like silver, tin, lithium, and natural gas.
Adding to these challenges is Bolivia's historical loss of its coastline to Chile during the War
of the Pacific in the late 19th century. This territorial loss severed Bolivia's access to the
Pacific Ocean, significantly impacting its ability to engage in maritime trade. The absence of
direct sea access makes exporting these resources more expensive, hindering Bolivia's
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competitiveness in the global market and impeding its economic growth compared to
countries with maritime access.

Russia
Russia, despite its vast expanse and access to multiple seas, faces significant challenges in
terms of its ports and maritime access. While it's not landlocked, its reliance on certain key
ports, like Odessa in Ukraine, creates vulnerabilities in its maritime trade. Odessa, situated
on the Black Sea and a crucial port for Russian exports, has historical and strategic
significance for Russia.
The control of ports like Odessa becomes pivotal for Russia due to their importance in
facilitating trade, especially for exporting goods to the Mediterranean and beyond. This
dependency makes Russia's relationship with Ukraine particularly significant, as tensions or
disruptions in this region could impact Russia's access to crucial sea routes.
Amid geopolitical complexities, Russia's efforts to maintain influence in regions like Ukraine
often stem from securing its maritime trade interests. The control or influence over ports and
coastal regions plays a crucial role in Russia's strategic planning to ensure unimpeded
access to global trade routes, underscoring the significance of its geopolitical maneuverings.

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) has been a crucial support
for landlocked countries. It grants them rights to transit through coastal states' territories,
ensuring access to ports and waterways for international trade. UNCLOS also outlines
guidelines for marine resource management, aiding landlocked nations reliant on maritime
resources. This framework fosters fair agreements between landlocked and coastal states,
promoting economic development and global connectivity for landlocked countries.

Almaty Programme of Action (APoA)
The Almaty Programme of Action (APoA), established in 2003, focuses on aiding landlocked
developing countries (LLDCs). It promotes better transit cooperation, infrastructure
development, and trade facilitation for these nations. APoA encourages partnerships
between landlocked and transit countries, aiming to reduce trade barriers and improve
connectivity to global markets. This program aims to boost the economic growth and
integration of LLDCs into the global economy through increased support, investment, and
cooperation.
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Possible Solutions

Improving the infrastructure
Improving the infrastructure of a country would help immensely. It would improve the roads
for example, which would already benefit them. With better roads, the transport will be less
time consuming and probably less expensive. But not all landlocked countries can afford this,
and improving the infrastructure is not the only thing that has to be done. A lot of people
believe that improving the infrastructure would solve the issue as a whole, however, this is
not the case.

Creating new canals or seas
Creating a new canal or sea a ship could pass through would aid these countries hugely.
They will border water, the expenses will be less, it will be less time consuming. It might
sound unrealistic, but remember the Suez Canal, they created that, it did not exist before.

Sharing coasts
Another solution might be sharing a coast with your neighboring country, like Russia wants to
do with Ukraine, but then in a better way than declaring war upon them.

Bibliography
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/LDCs/Pages/Landlocked-Developing-Countries.aspx
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/sites/www.un.org.ohrlls/files/landlocked_developing_countries_facts
heet.pdf
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/landlocked-countries-of-the-world.html
https://www.statista.com/chart/28582/landlocked-countries-map/
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/sites/www.un.org.ohrlls/files/lldcs_publications/05-33151_geograph
y_sm.pdf
https://study.com/learn/lesson/landlocked-countries-africa-south-america.html
https://www.dandc.eu/en/article/landlocked-developing-countries-struggle-high-trade-costs-a
nd-depend-transit-countries#:~:text=Landlocked%20developing%20countries%20thus%20pa
y,higher%20the%20transaction%20costs%20rise
https://www.britannica.com/topic/landlocked-country
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/sites/www.un.org.ohrlls/files/lldcs_publications/wb_cost-of-being-lan
dlocked.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/5d6882be-de2e-55c9-a0cc-3223a1
0e9c8f
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2008/06/16/landlocked-countries-higher-transport
-costs-delays-less-trade
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/landlocked-countries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landlocked_country#List_of_landlocked_countries_and_landloc
ked_de_facto_states
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-00556941

RESEARCH REPORT 7



https://unctad.org/news/four-key-challenges-facing-least-developed-countries
https://www.hausfeld.com/nl-be/wat-we-doen/current-claims/the-trucks-cartel/
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=5573&context=theses
https://www.nepal.com/business/economy/#:~:text=Nepal%27s%20economy%20is%20largel
y%20based%20upon%20agriculture%20and,economic%20reforms%20to%20promote%20fo
reign%20investment%20and%20trade.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landlocked_country
https://content.unops.org/publications/The-importance-of-infrastructure-for-landlocked-develo
ping-countries_EN.pdf
http://tradecosts.wto.org/docs/WTO%20TCI_landlocked%20vs%20costal%20economies.pdf
https://www.e-jei.org/upload/JEI_27_4_505_519_714.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/countries/uzbekistan/46820458.pdf
https://www.american.edu/cas/economics/ejournal/upload/morgan_accessible.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7826b8eb859045488af33d9e549d70e6
https://tass.com/politics/1721001?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_cam
paign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odesa
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Convention_on_the_Law_of_the_Sea
https://www.imo.org/en/ourwork/legal/pages/unitednationsconventiononthelawofthesea.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houthi_movement
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/content/lldcs-programmes-action%E2%80%8B#:~:text=Almaty%20
Programme%20of%20Action%20%2D%202003&text=The%20overarching%20goal%20of%2
0the,and%20isolation%20from%20world%20markets
https://unece.org/DAM/trans/doc/cd/Almaty_PoA.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/landlocked/vienna-programme-action#:~:text=The%20Vienna%20Prog
ramme%20of%20Action%20(VPoA)%20is%20a%20ten%2D,Landlocked%20Developing%20
Countries%20(LLDCs)
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/content/vienna-programme-action

RESEARCH REPORT 8


